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Abstract: Along with the local autonomous movement in the period of the late Qing Dynasty and
the Republic of China, and with the changes of the systematic design, the grass— roots administrative
division that under the level of county in the morden Jiangnan areas went through the change from
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From a Virtuous Person to a Water Deity: the Regional Evolution
and the Long - duration History of Southern Shanxi and Taiyuan
Zhao Shiyu

Abstract: This paper focuses on the story in southeastern Shanxi about a virtuous person Dou Ming-
du, an official of Jin State, and in how he was made a water deity in Taiyuan area since 12th century.
Starting from this story, this paper analyses the changes of the regional center in history of Shanxi from
pre — Qin period to later times, and the different responses of the people in different regions in 13th cen—
tury and 18 - 19th century. From the Jin ~ Yuan period to Ming, Southern and southeastern Shanxi socie-
ties made a great progress, while during Ming — Qing transition, as the antagonistic situation between
Ming and Mongol was gradually eased up, middle Shanxi area where took Taiyuan as a center has a rapid
development, the forces of folk society were active instead of the empire’ s stronger control and manage—
ment.

Keywords: Shanxi; the Regional Evolution; the Long — duration History
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